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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 20, 2000

VA OBTAINS LAND FROM NAVY TO EXPAND CALVERTON NATIONAL CEMETERY


Washington, D.C. – Secretary of Veterans Affairs Togo D. West Jr. has announced the transfer of 143 acres of land from the Department of Navy to the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to expand the Calverton National Cemetery located on the eastern end of Long Island, N.Y.


The property was part of the Naval Weapons Industrial Reserve Plant at Calverton, N.Y., which closed under the base realignment program.  A 1996 Federal law directed the military to transfer the property to the VA, which operates the adjacent 902-acre national cemetery.  The transfer was completed on March 6.


Calverton National Cemetery is the largest, most active national cemetery in VA, averaging close to 30 interments daily.  During Fiscal Year 1999, there were approximately 7,200 interments.  

In addition to Calverton National Cemetery, there are five other national cemeteries located in the State of New York.  Saratoga, Bath, and Woodlawn National Cemeteries are open national cemeteries, while Cypress Hills and Long Island National Cemeteries only provide burials for second interments and cremated remains.

Calverton became the third national cemetery on Long Island when it was dedicated in 1978.  The cemetery serves more than one million veterans and their families living in the New York City/Long Island Sound metropolitan area.

--more--
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Veterans with discharges other than dishonorable, their spouses and dependent children are eligible for burial in a VA national cemetery.  VA also provides grave markers or headstones for the unmarked graves of eligible veterans even if they are not buried in a national cemetery.  VA does not reserve space in national cemeteries prior to time of need.  

Information on VA burial benefits can be obtained from national cemetery offices or by calling VA regional offices toll-free on 1-800-827-1000, or from VA web sites on the Internet at http://www.va.gov or http://www.cem.va.gov.
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