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French Government Honors World War II Veterans


WASHINGTON, D.C. — Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi and H.E. Francois de l’Estang, ambassador of France, announced that the French Government will present certificates to World War II veterans to thank them for their participation in the liberation of France.


“This honor is further evidence that the contributions of our World War II veterans will be remembered by this nation and by our allies around the world whom they helped to free,” said Principi.


To be eligible, a veteran must have served on French territory, in French territorial waters or in French airspace between June 6, 1944 and May 8, 1945.  The certificate will not be issued posthumously.  Presentation of the certificates is expected to begin later this year.


The ten Consuls of France in the United States will work with state veterans affairs offices, veterans service organizations and other veterans groups to identify eligible people and to organize ceremonies to present the certificates.

The application form will be available from veteran service organizations and on a special Internet site maintained by the French government: http:// www.info-france-usa.org/news/statmnts/ww2/index.htm.
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